
 

Dear Parents and community 
members,  
 

Last Thursday evening our schoolõs 
Leadership Team attended the 
annual Ann D. Clark Lecture. This 
yearõs lecture was presented by the 
Most Reverend Vincent Long Van 
Nguyen, the fourth Bishop of the 
Parramatta Diocese. The date of the 
lecture was significant for the 
Bishop; it was thirty -six years to the 
day since he ended his own epic 
ocean journey as a young ôboat 
personõ and arrived in a refugee 
camp.  
 

At the age of eight Vincent was 
working with his family in a paddy 
rice field. The field was in the 
vicinity of the Battle of Long Tan. 
The Bishop shared with the 
audience how authentic rich hope is 
often born out of utter hopelessness, 
that Catholic School communities 
have a call and are capable of 
developing inclusiveness. It is a 
vision and a practice embedded in 
the quality of our relationships as 
the pastoral emphasis on which the 
dignity of every person is placed.  
 

Indeed, we seem to be continuously 
deepening and sharing an 
understanding of how very much 
valued each of us are. As we learn to 
value ourselves, value our time, we 
are better able to support our family 
members and community.  
 

In the life story of Bishop Vincent 
one can perceive the pattern of new 
life emerging from hopelessness as 
in the Exodus event of the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  Sundayõs Gospel 

proclaims: ôé there are those now 
last who will be first, and those now 
first who will be last.ó Lukeõs Gospel 
connects us with a merciful God 
who is able to support our journeys 
from hopelessness to hope and 
impart to us the importance of being 
active in developing our own ability 
to include others.  
 
First Eucharist  
We congratulate, in advance, 
students receiving their First 
Eucharist on the 27th and 
28th  August.  
 

NAPLAN results  

Well done students. As a school we 
are very pleased to be celebrating 
terrific results in this Australia wide 
assessment. In comparison to the 
National averages in Year 3 and 5 
our school is in a very good place.  
 

A big thank you to the parents who 
support student reading in the 
classrooms and of course in the 
home. On behalf of the students and 
their families a very big thank you to 
the teachers and staff for the daily 
planning of student learning.  
 

The work of the community in 
focusing on the learning processes 
of literacy and numeracy continue to 
yield a very positive influence for the 
students to enjoy.  
 

With best regards,  

 

 

Michael Cowley  
PRINCIPAL  
 

Our Lady of the 
Nativity School  
In the Parish of Our Lady of the Nativity  

òIn All Things May God Be Glorifiedó Term 3 Week 6  
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OLN Parish Priest  

Fr Paul Slyney  
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Term 3 Week 6   

 Whatõs on this Fortnight! 

Tuesday  

23rd August  

¶ Music  

¶ Banking  

¶ Book Fair continues  

¶ St Nicholas Netball Gala Day @ 
Jamison Park Penrith  

 

Wednesday  

24th August  

 

¶ Sport Stage 2 & Stage 3  

¶ Book Parade Day ñAustralian Story 

Country theme  

 

Thursday  

25th August  

 

¶ My School Lunch Box  

¶ Sport ñKinder, Year 1, Year 2  

Friday  

26th August  

¶ Drama  

¶ Japanese   

¶ Knitting Club @ 1:10pm  

Monday  

29th August  

(Week 7)  

¶ My School Lunch Box  

¶ Toddlers Group 8:45 -11am  

Tuesday  

30th August  

¶ Music  

¶ Banking  

 

Wednesday  

31st August  

¶ Sport Stage 2 & Stage 3  

 

Thursday  

1 September  

¶ My School Lunch Box  

¶ Sport ñKinder, Year 1, Year 2  

Friday  

2nd 
September  

¶ Drama  

¶ Japanese   

¶ Knitting Club @1:30pm  

Monday  

5th 
September  

(Week 8)  

¶ My School Lunch Box  

¶ Toddlers Group 8:45 -11am  

¶ Parent Bulletin Available (online 

after 4pm)  

IMPORTANT NEWS  

Glee Book Fair is on this 
week (further details 
under òLibrary Newsó) 

 

And  
 

This coming Wednesday 
is our Book Parade Day ñ
Australian Story Country 

theme  

Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Term 3  

Staff  

Development Day  

Monday 
12th  September  

Week 9  

(Staff only day ñ 

No Classes or 

Supervision for 

Students)  



 

OLN PARISH NEWS 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

MONDAYS: 

Toddlersõ Group - 8.45 - 11am in Care Group 
Room during school term.  Co-ordinator: 

Rebecca Canning 0406 595 218. 

 

WEDNESDAYS: Christian Meditation - 5 - 6pm 
in the Santa Maria Outside Chapel.  (Terry 

OôDonnell  4758 7683) 

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP:  1.15-2.15PM in 
the Parish Meeting Room  during the school 

term (Sandi Mowbray 47592397) 

 

Over 50õs Group (last Wed of month from 
January) 10am Santa Maria Hall.  Co-ordinator:  

Paula Currie 0416 185 651 

 

FRIDAYS: - Youth Group (alternative weeks 
during school term).  Co-ordinator:  Damian 

Moore 4759 3121 

  Parish Priest:  Fr Paul Slyney  

 Sick Calls please phone  

        Fr Paul 0418 461 316  

Office: 254 Great Western Hwy,   

Lawson 2783  

Office Hours ð Thursday/Friday  

8.30am ð 4.30pm  

(Messages can be left on answering machine at any 

other time)  

Phone:  4759 1034     

Email:  olon3@bigpond.com  

 

 

WEEKEND MASSES  

Saturday Vigil 5pm & Sunday 8.30am  

WEEKDAY MASS  

Thursday -  9am  

RECONCILIATION  

2nd & 4th Saturdays:  4 - 4.30pm  

 

BAPTISMS  

1st & 3rd Saturdays of the month  

By appointment - one monthõs notice 

 

MARRIAGES  

By appointment - six monthõs notice 

 

Josephite Associates:    

Lorraine Phillips 0403 523 353  

Visiting and Communion to the sick:   

Please phone the Parish Office (4759 1034) 

Catechist Co-ordinator: 

Tony Oxman    0498 355 627 

Youth Group Co-ordinator: 

Damian Moore     4759 3121 

 

Over 50ôs Group Co-ordinator: 

Paula Currie       0416 185 651   or   4758 9763 

Dates for 2016 Sacramental Programs are as 

follows:  

 

Term 3    

-   First Communion   

Saturday 27th August 11am and  

Sunday 28 th  August 11am  

 

Term 4   

-   First Reconciliation  -   Friday, 

18 th  November  

 

2016 PARISH SACRAMENT PROGRAMS  

For any further information, please contact 

Paula in the Parish Office (Thursdays/Fridays) 

or on 4759 1034.  

 

 

 

KEEP THE DATE FREE!!!!  

Bishop Vincent Long will be celebrating the 08:30am Mass at 
Our Lady of the Nativity Parish on Sunday 13th November.  All 

invited to come along.  

mailto:olon@tpg.com.au
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If you change your address, home 
phone, mobile phones, email addresses 

or emergency contact details please let 
the School Office staff know at your 

very earliest convenience.  

In case of an emergency we want to be 
able to contact you in the most 

efficient manner.  
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Whole School  

Assembly Change for  

Term 3  

Now:  

 

Week 10 Thursday  

22nd September YEAR  1 

 

Assemblies  

commence at 2:15pm  

and are held in the 
School  Hall  

All welcome!!  

SEE OUR WEBSITE   

www.olnlawson.catholic.edu.au     

Email: oln@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Follow us on Facebook.  

OLN AWARD SYSTEM  

At our Whole School Assemblies students receive 

Assistant Principal Awards, Principal Awards and 

Principal Medals.  

It is essential that students send in their Awards 

without delay, especially those students in Year 6. 

Ÿ2 Class Awards é equals é 1 Assistant 

Principalõs Award 

Ÿ2 Assistant Principalõs Awards éequals é1 

Principalõs Award 

Ÿ2 Principalõs Awards é equals é 1 Principalõs 

Medal 

The Awards DO NOT expire at the end of a year, 

but rather carry over until they are traded in for 

other Awards.  
Dear Parents, please 

note that the 
Scholastic Bookclub 

will no longer be 
available through school. We would 
like to take this opportunity in 

thanking Sylvia and 
Neil  Himmelreich for their valuable 
time in co -ordinating the Book Club 

for many years.  



 

OLN SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS  

Father's Day Stall :  
Our Father's Day stall is still on the 1st September! There will be time for most students to shop 
for Dad and Grandad in between going the poetry competition. Anyone who doesn't have time on 
Thursday will be able to buy a gift on Friday so no should miss out! Gifts priced from $5.  
 
Spring Fair:  
Excitement is growing around the school! Please read the newsletter that was sent home last 
week for information about the fair. Volunteers are needed for the day so please return the form 
to indicate when you can help. We have lots of side show games which are perfect for your high 
school aged ex students to help with. Mums, Dads, grandparents all welcome to help out! Our 
stall helpers always have lots of fun! If you can't help just come for some fun and enjoy the 
atmosphere! We have been fortunate to receive a lot of fantastic donations which can be won on 
the day in the Chocolate Wheel, raffle and games and we thank our very generous sponsors for 
some high quality and exciting prizes. Start saving your gold coins for the day! 
 
All enquiries regarding the fair to Bernadette 0401857281 or hazo_kerrs@aapt.net.au 
 

Our next Council meeting is 29th August at 7.15 pm. 
 

For School Council enquiries email olnschoolcouncil@gmail.com. 
 

RE NEWS 
 

Our school gives a huge vote of thanks to everyone who donated toiletries to our Mufti Day Drive, in 
support of the Jesuit Refugee Food Bank. Once again, the generosity of this small community for those in 
need, has been overwhelming. The goods will be delivered to the food bank in the next fortnight and we will 
hopefully have some photos and feedback to share with you of how your donations have been put to good 
use. 
 
This weekend, our Parish has 19 candidates receiving the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Please keep the 
following children in your prayers, as they prepare to join us at the table of the Lord. Mackinley Canning, 
Aurelia Fittler, Joshua Himmelreich, Elizabeth Kerr, Liam Matteucci, Kiralee & Taylor Moore, 
Annelise Mullavey, Lachlan Ranson, Elaiya Sutherland, Emily Briggs, Chiara Carlino, Claire Debien, 
Clodagh McDermott, Chelsea McKinnon, Gabrielle Munro, Brayden 
Nispel, Tiana Papa and Ellie Parkinson. 
 
We also pray for  Eleanor McKinnon, who was welcomed into our 
community on August 11

th
, through the Sacrament of Baptism.  

 

Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism 

 

Mrs Joanne Potts REC 
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 My School Lunch Box 
(Info@myschoollunchbox.com.au)  
This privately owned and operated service 
exists to ensure children receive the 
healthiest, freshest lunches in the most 
convenient way.  
Visit the website to browse the extensive 
menu on offer.  

AVAILABLE  ON MONDAYS AND 
THURSDAYS  
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Term Dates  
Just a reminder 

that Term  3 
concludes for all 

students on 
Friday, 

23rd  September.  
 

Term 4 
commences 

Monday, 
10th  October.  

Children Absent from 

School  

Parents, if your child is away 
from school, please notify the 
school office by telephone or 
email. Upon their return to 
school, please supply a letter 
to your childôs teacher stating 

the reason for their absence. 

 

 

Donõt forgetñ
Summer 
Uniform 

commences 
Term 4!  



 

Nepean Zone Athletics Carnival  
On Thursday 11th August a team of athletes from OLN travelled to 
Blacktown International Sports Centre to compete in the Nepean Zone 

Athletics Carnival. We had a great day competing in lots of events 

including relays, 100, 200, 800m events as well as long -jump and shot -

put.  
 

All of the students performed well on the day with many exceeding their 
personal best. Special congratulations to Eliza Huckel who has came 

fourth in her 11 years girls shot put.  
 

We had quite a few athletes who were sick and unable to make it but in 

the true spirit of OLN, and with the wonderful organisation skills of 

Mrs  Mitchell, we had a number of people step in and compete beyond 
their original events. Special mention to Julian Munro and Joshua 

Bigland who stepped in for the Junior boys relay team, Luke Munro for 

the Senior Shot Put and Emily Briggs who competed in extra events such 

as the Junior girls relay, long -jump and 100 metres.  
 

Congratulations to you all.  

OLN SPORTS NEWS  

The OLN Craft Club had a very successful in Week 2, with many children coming along to 

learn new knitting skills. Thanks to the many grandparents, parents and friends of OLN who 

came along to share their talents.  

A reminder that Craft Club takes place during lunchtimes each Friday in Term 3, 

and children are asked to bring their knitting projects along each week.  

 

Additional Parent helpers are invited to come along to lend a hand and any donations of 

materials such as thick, colourful wool, large size knitting needles/crotchet hooks, felt, 

materials, etc would be greatly appreciated. These can be left at the School Office.  
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School 
Excursion 

Travel  

Opal 
Ticketing 

Update  
Please see flyer 

attached.  
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCEð 

LATE ARRIVAL TO SCHOOL 

School Hours are 8:50am to 3:00pm.  

 
When students arrive, even 5 mins late, they have to òplay catch upó.ñGREETINGS HAVE ALREADY 

BEEN EXCHANGED, INSTRUCTIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN GIVEN, LEARNING HAS BEGUN!  

 
Late arrivals are recorded and appear on Student Reports. When no adult is present to sign late 

students in, it is recorded as òunexplainedó.  

 

Parents/Carers are urged to ensure students arrive on time at school each day.  



 

SCHOOL FEES Term 3 2016 

The school fee statements for Term 3, 2016 were mailed out on Monday 25th July.  The due date for pay-

ment is on or before Monday 22nd August, unless alternative payment arrangements have been made.  

 
If you did not receive your account please contact the school office. 

 

If you are experiencing difficulties with the payment of your school fees, please do not hesitate to contact the office to discuss payment 

options.  Please note that as part of this process you may be required to complete a Statement of Financial Position to be assessed by 

the School Fee Liaison Unit, Catholic Education Office Parramatta, to determine your current financial situation.  All information pro-

vided is treated with complete confidentiality.  

 

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made regarding the payment of your ac-

count it will be assumed that full payment will be made on or before the due date. Outstanding accounts 

will be forwarded to the Catholic Education Office for actioning. 
 

SCHOOL STUDENT BANKING ð important information  

School banking is a great way to encourage children to learn about money and develop 

good saving habits but we ask that large sums of money not  be sent to school for this 

purpose.  Large sums of money sent to school can be problematic both in regards to 

the time it takes to process and the security issues involved.  

Thank you for your assistance and understanding in regards to this matter.  

SPRING FAIR PROBLEM SOLVING  

MATHS SESSIONS 

FOR PARENTS 
DATE: WEDNESDAY 31ST 

AUGUST  

TIME: 2:30PM 

 

Parents and community members 
are invited to attend this 
information session and learn 
more about the Maths curriculum 

being taught at OLN. 
 

 



 


